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"ON | | : 64 | : 4 1 
Humbly Offered to te 


the Hovss of CoM MON, againſt Part 


A BILL for Repealing the preſent Duties 
payable upon Wine Lees imported, and laying 
new Duties thereon, and for other Purpoſes 
therein mentioned, whereby the Import ation of 
Wine in Bottles is propoſed to be prevented. 


* 


A LL French Wines, eſpecially Burgundy, Champagne, Cote- 
A rotee, and Hermitage, are ſo difficult to be dreſſed, purged, 


neſs, unleſs bottled, off at the critical Time, that they of- 


convinced by coſtly Experience. | TS 
II. It is evident, That French Wines can be more eaſily dreſſed 
and refined in France than in England, the Materials for doing it be- 
ing in greater Plenty there than here, and cheaper by the Amount of 
| Freight and Duty : And there is in France no Danger of e 
— with Spaniſh or Portugal Wines; ſuch being entirely prohibite 
there, * 215 | T0 
leveral Britiſh Subjects to keep Cellars, Vaults, and Magazines, at 
Rouen for Burgundies, Champagnes, Coterotees, and Hermitage; at 
Boulogn and Calais for Clarets and all other French Wines, where 
they can have Coopers of the Country, well skilled in the ſeveral Sorts 
| and Growths of theſe Wines, to manage them, and, as Occaſion re- 
quires, to bottle them off; and from whence they import them over 
into England, when fit for drinking: By which Method there can be 
no Danger of Adulteration by Wines of other Countries, 
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Conſideration of the Honourable. 


of a BILL now depending, intituled, 


and then preſerved in their full Taſte, Flavcur, and Fine= 


ten clade the Skill of the greateſt Artiſts, of which many are daily 


III. Theſe Conſiderations, founded on long Experience, have induced 
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IV. It is humbly preſumed, that of late Years French Wines havd 
been drank in the greateſt Perfection in England, except what hag 


been privately imported at ſome Times from Holland or Flanders, or 


where Contracts have lately been made with particular Wine Mex. 
chants at Home, ſome of which have not in all Reſpects fo well ſuc. 


ceeded: And this Perfection is evidently owing to the Eſtabliſhment 


of the Magazines at the Places before mentioned, from whence the 
Nobility and Gentry, as well as Wine Merchants, could from time to 


time be furniſh'd with what Sorts, in what Quantities, and at what 
Prices they pleaſed ro commiſſion their Wines, when fit for Drinking. 


V. By theſe Means the Wine Merchants at Home had it not in their 
Power to impole on their Cuſtomers either in Taſte or Price, the Ge- 
nerality being themſelves Judges of both, as well as the Merchants. 

VI. If that Part of the Bill now depending, which regards the pre- 


venting the Importation of Wine in Bottles, ſhould paſs into a Law, it 


will ruin the concerned in thoſe Magazines, confining the Trade to a 
few Merchants, Who will quickly make a Monopoly thereof: And it is 
not eaſy to imagine a Reaſon why the Nobiliry and Gentry of this 


Countrey ſhould ſubject themſelves ro ſuch a Monopoly, which muſt 
certainly raiſe the Price of their Wines, already high enough, and bring 


them in Danger, nay almoſt under a Neceſſity of drinking Wines that 
are adulterated, or of entertaining a Wine. Cooper in their Houle as well 
as a Butler. 5 — h 

VII. Nor would this abate the Conſumption ſo as to give us any 


Advantage in Trade againſt France; for Wine, like ſome other Com- 


modities, is only comparatively good; and when the true Taſte is 
once loſt, if one get the beſt the Place affords, (which will be ar the 
Diſcretion of thoſe Monopolizers) it will be confeis'd good Wine, tho“ 
nothing like the Wines now imported; and long Experience has taught 
that the advance of Price rather increaſes than diminiſhes the Demand: 
The late Increafe of the Demand of Oporto Wines may ſerve for a pre- 


ſent Inſtance. h 


VIII. If the aforementioned Part of the Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, prime 
old Claret could not be obtained here but at moſt extravagant Prices; 
for after ruining the Magazines before-mentioned, Bourdeaux would be 
the only Port from whence Clarcts would be imported, which is too 
far diſtant to truſt the Riſque of the Seas, old Wine being irretrievably 
loſt if it ſhould fail by the way: And it may be preſumed that the 
Merchants would not keep it here on their Hands till old and mellow, 
after paying the high Prices abroad, and the high Duties at home, un- 
leſs upon very extravagant Profit: Nor could the Nobility and Gentry 


riſque the keeping it by them, unleſs they could confide in ſuch a Winc- 


Cooper on Occaſion, as a monopolizing Wine-Merchant ſhould recom- 
mend to them; ſo that the generality of the Clarets imported would be 
the ſmalleſt Wines, which are commonly drank within the Year; and 


yer theſe might be ſcrewed up to the higheſt Prices, by a Monopoly. 


IX. It is evident, that a Law prohibiting the Importation of French 
Wine in Bottles, will encourage the running it in Bottles, to the De- 
triment of his Majeſty's Revenue, and the fair Trader; for a Com- 


will 


C32 5 
will of courſe be attempted to be run. And this, one may venture to 
Jay, will moſt undoubredly happen in Burgundies, Champagnes, Cote- 
rotees and Hermitages, which cannot be had good any other way than 
in Bottles. 1 „ | 

X. It is humbly apprehended, that without a general Prohibition as 
aforeſaid, if the Importer was reſtricted, not to import in Bottles leſs 
than ten Dozen in each Hamper, (as being of equal Bulk with a Hog- 
ſhed) all Fraud from the unfair Dealers would be ſufficiently guarded 
againſt. | 8 


XI. As to the Detriment occaſioned to the Glaſs Manufacture, by the 


Importation of Wine in Bottles, it cannot amount to a great Sum; 
for in the firſt Place, the Metal is preſerved, and the Loſs is only the 
Difference between the Price of Bottles and Caſks: And it is re- 


ported ſtrongly, that the French have Granted, or are to Grant a Li- 


cence for the Importation of Forcign Bottles, becauſe of the great 


Conſumption of Wood occafion'd by. their Glaſs ManufaQtures: Or 
if this is not true, it might perhaps be eaſy to obtain Licence to Im- 
port as many Zng/;ſh Bottles, as there are French Bottles Exported: 


Or let the Clauſe run againſt Imporration of French Wine in any Bot- 


tles, except ſuch as are Manufactured in England; in which Cale there 


might be Bottles of due Meaſure ſeald and markt in England, to pre- 
vent Frauds and Trouble in the Meaſurement at the Cuſtom-Houſe. 
XII. There would be no great Danger of counterfeiting ſuch Bottles, 


becauſe they are dearer in France than in England, by more than the 


Difference of the Freight. 5 


X.III. The Importer at preſent pays a Duty on Wine in Bottles more 
than on Wine in Cask, very near equal to the Price of Bottles in Eug- 
land; therefore he would not probably be at the charge of buying Bottles 


dear in Frauce, and paying this further Duty in Eugland, if he did not 
judge it neceſſary at ſome Times for the Benefit of the Wine. 


* 


It is therefore humbly hoped, that the Parliament will never paſs - 
A2 Law, which, it is apprehended, can ſerve no other Purpole, but 


ro ſecure a Monopoly of this Trade to a few Wine Merchants, 


and raiſe the Price of Wines upon the Nobility and Gentry, to 


bring them under the Danger of Drinking Wines that are Adul- 

terated, and ruin ſeveral Traders, who have provided Magazines 
of French Wing to ſupply the Nobility and Gentry of this 
Countrey; and who have already bottled off the Burgundtes 
and Champagnes of the Year 1727, for that Purpoſe. 


